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The Faith Style of Meeting with Woes I
(Matt. 23:13-22)

The Bible is the blessed God's word and blessed are those
who read it. But the blessing explained in the Bible is quite
different from the concept of the world. This is the holy
blessing that is given by God. No matter how heavy the world
rolls and pitches, the fact that we accompany God, and will
enjoy the peace of the calm heaven is the real blessing that is
given by God.

Jesus Christ who is the fount of blessings and did not
reject to die on the cross in order to give us the blessings. He
cried out the curse seven times to the teachers of law and the
Pharisees.

1. Because the teachers of law and the Pharisees closed
the door of kingdom (v, 13)

The teachers of the law are fully aware of God's word and are the
greatest authority about the law, and the Pharisees are so enthusiastic and
devoted to observe God's word completely
that nobody can follow them. After all, they
externally show the piety but they live
their lives without knowing how much they
violate law. Nevertheless, they like those who
give them compliment and respect for their
external piety.

And they taught that those who should
have the figure of piety like themselves can
be saved, but they rather closed the door of
salvation.

2. Because they find a convert and
make him twice as much a son of hell as
they are (v.15)

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees
showed their enthusiasm when they
traveled over land and sea in order to win
converts. The convert in the verse 15 refers
to a person who adopts a different religion.
Those converts who were circumcised and
paid temple taxes followed all of the Jewish
tradition and rules in which the Pharisees
taught them and made them Jewish. In other
words, teachers of the law and the Pharisees
drew aliens who were ignorant of the law and
taught the wrong idea and made them learn
the distorted truth. After all, they made them
the son of hell.

3. Because they are the people who swear in vain

Though the Pharisees kept their Temple swear, if anyone swears by
the gift on the temple, he should be bound by his oath (vv.16-22). This
means that they ignore the Temple and altar which are not directly useful
to them, but the gift offered on the altar is the greatest. Jesus asked for
them, "Which is greater, the Temple, or offerings in the Temple. Which
is greater: the altar, or offering on the altar." They sneer and ignore God
who is not seen and does not punish them without delay.

My beloved Christians,

Don't we have any form of faith like the teachers of the law and the
Pharisees? By receiving the real blessing from God, I sincerely pray that
all of you will be God's blessed people being truthful and humble and
loving the Lord in the name of Jesus Christ.
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